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The Purdy School... 


Pictured is the one-room Purdy School in Old Du Quoin as engineers connected the truck and trailer forits move 


toa new museum site on the campus of John A. Logan Junior College at Carterville. 


$10,000 Raised to Move Purdy School... 
Last of the Area’s One Room Schoolhouses 


Moved From Old Du Quoin to New Museum Site 


When they gingerly raised Old 
Du Quoin’s Purdy School onto 
structural I-beams this week for 
its move to a sylvan museum site 
on the campus of John A. Logan 
Jr, College at Carterville, it shook 
loose some of the sights and 


f sounds of 100 years worth of 


education in Perry County. 

Few will now remember, but it 
_ was Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Burbank 
of Old Du.Quoin who walked the 
prairie along what is now Rt. 14 
near the Harold Rice farm ard 
sectioned off a parcel of property 
under the land grant program to 
be deeded to the township for a 
one-room country school. That 
was between 1870 and 1880 when 


every township had..a..one-room 
country school for approximately 
every square mile of territory. 
There are currently. only: rotting 
remains of three or four. of those 
historic school houses in Perry 
County. 

There is one along the Sesser 
Blacktop, another on the 
northwest side of Du Quoin and 
some say two others east of Du 
Quoin and one near Pinckneyville. 
Their names escape all but only a 
few of the family farm owners 
whose parents and grandparents 
walked along the fence rows to get 
to. them. 

But, the Purdy School is unique 
in that throug 


a_remodeling _ 


Call Photo. 


program in the 1930s it has been 
preserved and its relatively good 
condition lies for its 100-year-old 
history in Old Du Quoin. Mr. and 
Mrs. Burbank were the parents of 


_Mrs. Charles (Eva Burbank) 


Hartsock of Old Du Quoin. The 
descendants include Mrs. Ara 
Jean Rice and husband Harold 


and their children. 


In most cases the old one room 
schools in recent years either fell 
down or else were purchased 
along with parcels of farming 
property at auction for between 
$500 and $1,800. The Purdy School 
property has a different history. 

Mrs. Mabel Hartsock says that 
the old Jand grant agreemenis— 


purpe 
back to descendents of the original 
land owners, in this case the Rice 
family. 
It was approximately 14 years 
ago when the John A. Logan 
College was founded that friends 


of the Logan Foundation decided | 


that past and present educational 
history should merge and that a 
one-room schoolhouse should be 
located, purchased and moved to 
the Logan campus as a working 
museum for all of Southern 
Illinois. Harold Rice has been a 
longtime member of that 
foundation and for the past eight 
‘years has been working with 
Logan to establish a museum fund 
to support the move of the Purdy 
School to the Logan campus. 
The school building itself was a 
gift from the Rice family to the 
junior college, and one of the 
foundation committeemen on the 
project, Carl Cottingham, says 
that approximately $10,000 has 
been raised to move the building. 
That move occurred this morning 
when a Metropolis-based house 
moving firm pulled the building 
off the lot and followed a route 


| along Rt. 51 south to a side road _ 


south of _Carbondale that 
interconnects to the Carterville 


f area, 


An October dedication is 
ultimately planned and the 
committee is soliciting the help of 


any Perry County residents who | 


either attended the school or 
taught in it to establish a full 
written history with pictures for 
display purposes. Schoolhouse 
desks and other éducational 
ME Mats WAHT it reais taliod in the 
structure and it will be used for 
| field trips and will serve as an 


educational museum. A brochure | 
also be 


on the school — will 
published in the near future. 


The school is 22 feet wide and 


approximately 35 feet in length 
and includes the classroom and a 
frontal cloakroom. It is typical of 
the turn-of-the century 
schoolhouses. Co-sponsoring the 


move are the Perry County | 
and its § 


Historical Society 
president Clarence McCrary; the 
Williamson and Jackson County 
Historical Societies and retired 


teacher associations in Perry, § 
Williamson and Jackson counties. | 


A similar project was 


accomplished at the Normal | 
State | 
University with a school called the } 


campus of {Illinois 


Eyestone School. 


SCHOOL’S HISTORY _ 


began as the Old Du Quoin school. 
The name comes from the fact | 
that E. P. Purdy,-the grandfather 
to Mrs. Helen (Purdy) Tryban of 
Du Quoin once taught Sunday 
school and music in the 
schoolhouse on weekends and 
evenings. “He was a pioneer in 
starting up Sunday schools in this 
area,’ Mrs. Tryban remembers. 
“I don’t really remember 
anything about him because I was 
so young, but I know this is so.” 
He was the father of Dr. C. W. 
Purdy of Du Quoin. 
Mrs. Amanda Miller and a 
number of members in the Berger 
family will remember the school 
from the conversations with their 
ancestors. The building was used 
during the day to teach grades 1 
through 8 with two of the local 
teachers being Mrs. Clara 
Halstead and Mrs. George Heape. 
During the farming season and 
on weekends in the winter it was 
used by community groups and 
the Sunday schools. Whoever was 
using the building on any given 
night brought their own bucket of 
coal to stoke the little stove 
furnace in the main classroom. 
The arrangement worked out very 
well. Most recently the school was 
called the Purdy Community | 
center and was used as a county © 
polling place. The remodeling in 
the 1930s involved putting new 
weatherboarding on the outside 
and installing some new floor 


' members. 


Mrs. Blanche Sloan, a Logan 


| sponsor of the project, says the 


building is basically in very good 
condition, but that engineers will 
examine it after it is placed on its. 
new foundation at the college. 
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Purdy neat trick 


The old Purdy School was 
moved from just south of 
Du Quoin to John A. Logan} 
College in Carterville in af 
four-hour trip Wednesday. 
The -Kennedy, Kennedy, 
Kennedy. Corp. of Metropol- 
is made the move as part of 
a Logan project to preserve 
a one-room school house for 
public display. Above, the 
school is about to turn from 
Dillinger Road to Reed Sta-} 
tion Road. 


Southern Iilinoisan 
photo by JERRY LOWER 
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Rachel Klein in front-of Purdy School at the new site. _ 


Purdy School to take on old image 


HANNAH MCNABB of Du Quoin 
was out of high school just two years 
when she started teaching grades 
one through eight at the one-room 
§ Purdy School just south of the Du 
Quon Fairgrounds. 

“Tt was a little scary,’ recalls 
Miss McNabb, who is now 89. 

“But it was not unusual in those 
days,”’ she added. 

“Those days” were 1916, By then, 
Purdy School was already about 40 
years old. 

Last month, Purdy School was 
transported by the Kennedy Con- 
struction Co. of Metropolis to a new 
permanent site on the campus of 
* John A. Logan College in Carterville. 
It will serve as a memorial to the old 
days of education in Illinois and as a 
museum of teaching materials and 
methods of the period just before 
and just after the turn of the 
. century. 

“Purdy School was in a nice neigh- 
borhood and the people there were 
nice,”’ said Miss McNabb. “I had 25- 
28 pupils. We had a big stove in the 
middle of the room, slate black- 
boards, and I kept the front seats 
open for the class that was reciting.” 

She taught at Purdy School two 
separate years before taking a job 
for four years as “weighman’”’ for 
the Security Mine at Du Quoin. “It 
paid more and I would work 12 
months a year,” she said. 

However, she attended Southern II- 
linois Normal University during the 
summers and obtained a degree. 
Then she began ‘a-career as a Du 
Quoin third grade teacher that cul- 
minated in her becoming McKinley 
School principal. She retired in 1960, 

Miss McNabb is among the former 


BYLINE BG 


By: Ben Gelman 


one-room school teachers and pupils 
invited to the ribbon-cutting and ded- 
ication of the Purdy School at 2 p.m. 
Sunday at its new Logan College 
site, according to Rachel C. Klein of 
Carterville, chairperson of the John 
A. Logan College Foundation com- 
mittee in charge of the one-room 
school project. Others are Clara Hal- 
stead and Mrs. George Heape, who 
also taught at Purdy School. 

Ms. Klein and Carl Cottingham, 
dean of library learning services at 
Logan College, talked about the proj- 
ect, which was conceived nearly 15 
years ago by William ‘Anderson, then 
dean of instructional services at Lo- 
gan and now president of West Shore 
Community College, Stockville, 
Mich. Anderson will be the principal 
speaker at the dedication Sunday. 

“We owe a great deal to many 
people for making this dream come 
true,” Ms. Klein aid. “We are in- 
debted to Mr. and Mrs. Harold Rice 
of Du Quoin for donating the school- 
house to the college. Rice was a 
member of the college board and 
now is a member of the Logan foun- 
dation. We are very grateful to Julia 
Harrison Bruce of Herrin, who 
raised $10,000 through the Julia 
Harrison Bruce Foundation to move 
the shcoolhouse to Carterville. And 
we appreciate the support given to 
the project by such organizations as 
the Williamson County Retired 
Teachers Organization, historical so- 
cieties of Jackson, Williamson, Per- 
ry and Franklin counties, and many 


individuals,” 

Cottingham explained the aims of 
the project. “We expect to bring 
classes of young people to the school, 
along with their teachers, to show 
how such schools operated. We hope 
to bring former one-room school 
teachers to demonstrate how they 
taught. We are gathering examples 
of old schoolbooks, such as the Blue- 
Backed Speller and McGuffey’s 
Readers, as well as other historic 
teaching materials.” 

The committee has located a set of 
old-time school desk-seats, donated 
by Randy Appino of Christopher, A 
school bell has been found, although 
the schoolhouse still needs a belfry 
in which to mount it, Cottingham 
said. 

Both Cottingham and Ms, Klein at- 
tended Southern Illinois one-room 
Schools themselves, and they re- 
member other furnishings that they 
hope will be donated, such as a vint- 
age heating stove, a water pump and 
dipper, a hand-held school bell (used 
to call children back from recess), 
old U.S. flags and a print of the Gil- 
bert Stuart portrait of George Wash- 
ington that always hung behind the 
teacher’s desk. They also need a 
teacher’s desk and chair, 

The committee hopes to landscape 
the schoolhouse yard with old-fash- 
ioned plantings of lilac, hydrangea, 
forsythia and yellow roses. 

Arrangements have been made to 
paint the exterior of the school by 
Sunday. 


The dedication is open free to the 
public. There will be refreshments. 
In the event of rain, the ceremony 
will be held in room 38 of Logan Col- 
lege (the Little Theater). 


A, datoet < : as fustheg pro 
Ex Mathy Pate f 


ren dh Ge Bett ee 


Prov. 22,18 F # 
SF 5, 
This paper m LEA ee ae pape aper Shel aia Fer ACK TA cture 
by Kodak by by Kodak by Kodak 
MAY 85 “Bee 2 195 MAY 85 MAY 85 
yer” / ‘ r ZG tok Xl WH Y slew 7 gm 
fe 


gar ae a 


<odak 


§§- Hiffper [i Oe Cees 


Gf (7 75 ) » 
| : +e i, 
(he / Buy A aa sdekesk 


) 4 pf 
at Co., 0 
Ie 
; — 
—— n= 
APR 878) i Pers 


eee CAtht, (Are |! 


a ae ee ie 


3/12 7 A teed 
Sl4e (Woe 
@ /bo¥ ” ft 
CLES a 


2 4-4 + Bank Fallen — /iod 
— 4 Keene Hate ff 257 


= fry Mammahkh OA/y¢te * 


v fomee an ee ae Cfri ft : 
: poen sot te C/t27 is 
A 


te . e/ ase : 
v poee ae ena @/ “a 
4 ew Kispo @j/eq 
J ee a eet a 
/ Ons C/ 407 * 
= Th* Back. C/Alo + 
‘| — . S604 


( Warw Marlee OTH e 
/ fob thir @ Jit 
Vb C1357 
4 Terre )p. ry G Lu, = 
“iliy Herding Fork, & five ° 
"baby Pathe e/ 255° 
- eo fits - 


v 
 Fatlliiag + Hard Rate 0/608 


Pei hics 


A, ae ’ 


Q 


K/ 67 jag 8 -F 


A] 350 - } Me ls 


| De 7 bboobe b*Qip 77) 224 es Hoge 


cS Ly go behest Wiser Fey. Pathe Nahi 
Gaal Pafstr KR, Chacko 


